IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please cancel Claims 89 to 111 without prejudice or disclaimer of subject 
matter. Please add new claims 1 12 to 1 15 as shown below. The claims, as pending in the 
subject application, read as follows: 



1 . (Previously Presented) An information processing apparatus for 
communicating with an external device through a network, comprising: 

acquiring means for acquiring device information of a peripheral device 
shared on said network from said external device; 

system display controlling means for displaying, on a display section, a 
system condition of said peripheral device shared on said network together with an icon by 
a user interface on a basis of said device information acquired from said extemal device by 
said acquiring means; 

instructing means for instructing installation of a driver for said peripheral 
device shared on said network in said user interface having said system condition displayed 
by said system display controlling means; and 

installation controlling means for acquiring driver setting information 
instructed to be installed by said instructing means from said extemal device to execute 
automatic installation processing of said driver. 



2. (Previously Presented) The information processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein said instructing means can instruct the installation of drivers for a 
plurality of peripheral devices shared on said network by one operation instruction in said 
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user interface having said system condition displayed by said system display controlling 
means. 

3. (Previously Presented) The information processing apparatus according 
to claim 2, wherein said instructing means instructs the installation of said drivers for said 
plurality of peripheral devices under control of a server icon, when an installation 
instruction is issued selecting said server icon in said user interface having said system 
condition displayed by said system display controUing means. 

4. (Previously Presented) The information processing apparatus according 
to claim 3, wherein said instructing means instructs the installation of a driver for a 
selected peripheral device when an installation instruction is issued selecting a peripheral 
device icon and displaying said system condition by said system display controlling means. 

5. (Previously Presented) The information processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, further comprising installation shifting means for shifting to an installation 
function provided by an operating system when said driver instructed to be installed by said 
instructing means cannot be acquired fi"om said external device. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Previously Presented) The information processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, fiirther comprising registering means for extracting setting information of said 
driver which is to be installed by said installation controlling means and for registering the 
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extracted setting information in an external device which is a management server through 
said network. 

8. (Previously Presented) The information processing apparatus according 
to claim 7, further comprising driver information display controlling means for acquiring 
said registered setting information of said driver from said management server and for 
displaying the acquired registered setting information on said display section, in executing 
said installation processing of said driver by said installation controlling means. 

9. (Previously Presented) An information processing method for 
communicating with an external device through a network, comprising: 

acquiring step for acquiring device information of a peripheral device 
shared on said network from said extemal device; 

system display controlling step for displaying, on a display section, a system 
condition of said peripheral device shared on said network, together with an icon, by a user 
interface on a basis of said device information acquired from said extemal device by said 
acquiring step; 

instructing step for instructing installation of a driver for said peripheral 
device shared on said network in said user interface having said system condition displayed 
by said system display controlling step; and 

installation controlling step for acquiring driver setting information 
instructed to be installed by said instructing step from said extemal device to execute 
automatic installation processing of said driver. 
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10. (Previously Presented) The information processing method according 
to claim 9, wherein said instructing step can instruct the installation of drivers for a 
plurality of peripheral devices shared on said network by one operation instruction in said 
user interface having said system condition displayed by said system display controlling 
step. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The information processing method according 
to claim 10, wherein said instructing step instructs the installation of said drivers for said 
plurality of peripheral devices under control of a server icon when an installation 
instruction is issued selecting said server icon in said user interface having said system 
condition displayed by said system display controlling step. 

12. (Previously Presented) The information processing method according 
to claim 11, wherein said instructing step instructs the installation of a driver for a selected 
peripheral device when an installation instruction is issued selecting a peripheral device 
icon and displaying said system condition by said system display controlling step. 

13. (Previously Presented) The information processing method according 
to claim 9, further comprising an installation shifting step for shifting to an installation 
function provided by an operating system when said driver instructed to be installed by said 
instructing step cannot be acquired from said external device. 

14. (Canceled) 
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15. (Previously Presented) The information processing method according 
to claim 9, further comprising a registering step for extracting setting information of said 
driver which is to be installed by said installation controlling step and for registering the 
extracted setting information in an external device, which is a management server, through 
said network. 

16. (Previously Presented) The information processing method according 
to claim 15, further comprising a driver information display controlling step for acquiring 
said registered setting information of said driver from said management server and for 
displaying the acquired setting information on said display section, in executing said 
installation processing of said driver by said installation controlling step. 

17. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable memory medium which 
stores a program for communicating with an external device through a network, said 
program comprising: 

acquiring step for acquiring device information of a peripheral device 
shared on said network from said extemal device; 

system display controlling step for displaying, on a display section, a system 
condition of said peripheral device shared on said network, together with an icon, by a user 
interface on a basis of said device information acquired from said extemal device by said 
acquiring step; 

instructing step for instructing installation of a driver for said peripheral 
device shared on said network in said user interface having said system condition displayed 
by said system display controlling step; and 
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installation controlling step for acquiring driver setting information 
instructed to be installed by said instructing step from said external device to execute 
automatic installation processing of said driver. 

18. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable memory medium 
according to claim 17, wherein said instructing step can instruct the installation of drivers 
for a plurality of peripheral devices shared on said network by one operation instruction in 
said user interface having said system condition displayed by said system display 
controlling step. 

19. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable memory medium 
according to claim 18, wherein said instructing step instructs the installation of said drivers 
for said pluraHty of peripheral devices under control of a server icon when an installation 
instruction is issued selecting said server icon in said user interface having said system 
condition displayed by said system display controlling step. 

20. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable memory medium 
according to claim 19, wherein said instructing step instructs the installation of a driver for 
a selected peripheral device when an installation instruction is issued selecting a peripheral 
device icon and displaying said system condition by said system display controlling step. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The computer-readable memory medium 
according to claim 17, further comprising installation shifting step for shifting to an 
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installation function provided by an operating system when said driver instructed to be 
installed by said instructing step cannot be acquired from said external device. 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable memory medium 
according to claim 17, further comprising a registering step for extracting setting 
information of said driver which is to be installed by said installation controlling step and 
for registering the extracted setting information in an external device, which is a 
management server, through said network. 

24. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable memory medium 
according to claim 23, further comprising a driver information display controlling step for 
acquiring said registered setting information of said driver from said management server 
and for displaying the acquired setting information on said display section, in executing 
said installation processing of said driver by said installation controlling step. 

25. (Previously Presented) A program which, when implemented by a 
computer, causes the computer to perform a method for communicating with an external 
device through a network, comprising: 

acquiring step for acquiring device information of a peripheral device 
shared on said network from said external device; 

system display controUing step for displaying, on a display section, a system 
condition of said peripheral device shared on said network, together with 
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an icon, by a user interface on a basis of said device information acquired from said 
extemal device by said acquiring step; 

instructing step for instructing installation of a driver for said peripheral 
device shared on said network in said user interface having said system condition displayed 
by said system display controlling step; and 

installation controlling step for acquiring driver setting information 
instructed to be installed by said instructing step from said extemal device to execute 
automatic installation processing of said driver. 

26. (Previously Presented) The program according to claim 25, wherein 
said instructing step can instruct the installation of drivers for a plurality of peripheral 
devices shared on said network by one operation instruction in said user interface having 
said system condition displayed by said system display controlling step. 

27. (Previously Presented) The program according to claim 26, wherein 
said instructing step instructs the installation of said drivers for said plurality of peripheral 
devices under control of a server icon when an installation instruction is issued selecting 
said server icon in said user interface having said system condition displayed by said 
system display controlling step. 

28. (Previously Presented) The program according to claim 27, wherein 
said instructing step instructs the installation of a driver for a selected peripheral device 
when an installation instruction is issued selecting a peripheral device icon and displaying 
said system condition by said system display controlling step. 
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29. (Previously Presented) The program according to claim 25, further 
comprising an installation shifting step for shifting to an installation fiinction provided by 
an operating system when said driver instructed to be installed by said instructing step 
cannot be acquired firom said extemal device. 

30. (Canceled) 

31. (Previously Presented) The program according to claim 25, further 
comprising a registering step for extracting setting information of said driver which is to be 
installed by said installation controlling step and for registering the extracted setting 
information in an extemal device which is a management server through said network. 

32. (Previously Presented) The program according to claim 31, fiirther 
comprising a driver information display controlling step for acquiring said registered 
setting information of said driver fi-om said management server and for displaying the 
acquired setting information on said display section, in executing said install processing of 
said driver by said install controlling step. 

33. (Previously Presented) An information processing apparatus for 
communicating with an extemal device through a network, comprising: 

device information acquiring means for acquiring device information of a 
peripheral device shared on said network fi-om said extemal device; 

system display controlling means for displaying, on a display section, an 
overall system condition of said peripheral device shared on said network, and a system 
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condition of a user network of a peripheral device arbitrarily selected from said overall 
system condition, together with icons, by a user interface in such a manner that the overall 
system condition and the system condition of the user network can be identified, on a basis 
of said device information acquired from said external device by said device information 
acquiring means; 

instructing means for instructing to register said peripheral device in said 
user network; and 

installation controlling means for executing installation processing of a 
driver for said peripheral device when registering of said peripheral device to said user 
network is newly instructed by said instructing means, 

wherein said system display controlling means dividedly displays a system 
window for displaying said overall system condition, and a peripheral window for 
displaying said system condition of a desired peripheral device designated by a user. 

34. (Canceled) 

35. (Previously Presented) The information processing apparatus according 
to claim 34, wherein said favorite window has icons of peripheral devices arranged around 
an icon of said information processing apparatus. 

36. (Previously Presented) The information processing apparatus according 
to claim 34, wherein said instructing means instructs to register said peripheral device in 
said user network by effecting movement of an icon of said peripheral device between said 



system window and said favorite window which are dividedly displayed by said system 
displaying means. 

37. (Previously Presented) The information processing apparatus according 
to claim 36, further comprising judging means forjudging whether driver setting 
information for a driver of said icon has already been registered in said information 
processing apparatus during the movement of said peripheral device icon by said 
instructing means, wherein 

said installation controlling means acquires said driver setting information 
to be installed from said external device to execute the installation processing of said driver 
when said judging means determines that said driver setting information has not been 
registered. 

38. (Previously Presented) The information processing apparatus according 
to claim 37, wherein said installation controlling means uses said registered driver setting 
information to execute said installation processing of said driver when said judging means 
determines that said driver setting information has already been registered. 

39. (Previously Presented) The information processing apparatus according 
to claim 34, wherein said system displaying means identifies a display mode of an icon of 
an installed device between said system window and said favorite window which are 
separately displayed after completion of installation by said installation controlling means, 
and displays the identified display mode. 
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40. (Previously Presented) The information processing apparatus according 
to claim 34, further comprising writing means for writing positional information of an icon 
displayed in said favorite window into a storing means, wherein 

said system displaying means arranging and displaying said icon on a basis 
of said positional information stored in said storing means. 

41. (Original) The information processing apparatus according to claim 36, 
wherein said instructing means can instruct, by drag and drop, the movement of said icon 
between said system window and said favorite window which are dividedly displayed. 

42. (Previously Presented) An information processing method of an 
information processing apparatus for communicating with an external device through a 
network, comprising the steps of: 

device information acquiring step for acquiring device information of a 
peripheral device shared on said network from said external device; 

system display controlling step for displaying, on a display section, an 
overall system condition of said peripheral device shared on said network, and a system 
condition of a user network of a peripheral device arbitrarily selected from said overall 
system condition, together with icons, by a user interface in such a manner that the overall 
system condition and the system condition of the user network can be identified, on a basis 
of said device information acquired from said external device by said device information 
acquiring step; 

instructing step for instructing to register said peripheral device in said user 

network; and 



- 13- 



installation controlling step for executing installation processing of a driver 
for said peripheral device when registration of said peripheral device to said user network 
is newly instructed by said instructing step, 

wherein said system controlling step dividedly displays a system window 
for displaying said overall system condition and a peripheral window for displaying said 
system condition of a desired peripheral device designated by a user. 

43. (Canceled) 

44. (Previously Presented) The information processing method according 
to claim 43, wherein said favorite window has icons of peripheral devices arranged around 
an icon of said information processing apparatus. 

45. (Previously Presented) The information processing method according 
to claim 43, wherein said instructing step instructs registration of said peripheral device by 
effecting movement of an icon between said system window and said favorite window 
which are dividedly displayed by said system displaying step. 

46. (Previously Presented) The information processing method according 
to claim 45, further comprising a judging step forjudging whether driver setting 
information for a driver of said icon has already been registered in said information 
processing apparatus during the movement of said icon by said instructing step, wherein 

said installation controlling step acquires said driver setting information to 
be installed from said external device to execute the installation processing of said driver 
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when said judging step determines that said driver setting information has not been 
registered. 

47. (Previously Presented) The information processing method according 
to claim 46, wherein said installation controlling step uses said registered driver setting 
information to execute said installation processing of said driver when said judging step 
determines that said driver setting information has already been registered. 

48. (Previously Presented) The information processing method according 
to claim 43, wherein said system displaying step identifies a display mode of an icon of an 
installed device between said system window and said favorite window which are 
separately displayed after completion of installation by said installation controlling step, 
and displays the identified display mode. 

0 

49. (Previously Presented) The information processing method according 
to claim 43, fiirther comprising a writing step for writing positional information of an icon 
displayed in said favorite window into a storing means, wherein 

said system displaying step comprises arranging and displaying said icon on 
a basis of said positional information stored in said storing step. 

50. (Original) The information processing method according to claim 45, 
wherein said instructing step can instruct, by drag and drop, the movement of said icon 
between said system window and said favorite window which are dividedly displayed. 
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5 1 . (Previously Presented) A computer-readable memory medium which 
stores a program of an information processing apparatus for communicating with an 
external device through a network, said program comprising: 

device information acquiring step for acquiring device information of a 
peripheral device shared on said network from said external device; 

system display controlling step for displaying, on a display section, an 
overall system condition of said peripheral device shared on said network, and a system 
condition of a user network of a peripheral device arbitrarily selected from said overall 
system condition, together with icons, by a user interface in such a manner that the overall 
system condition and the system condition of the user network can be identified, on a basis 
of said device information acquired from said external device by said device information 
acquiring step; 

instructing step for instructing to register said peripheral device in said user 

network; and 

installation controlling step for executing installation processing of a driver 
for said peripheral device when registration of said peripheral device to said user network 
is newly instructed by said instructing step, 

wherein said system controlling step dividedly displays a system window 
for displaying said overall system condition and a peripheral window for displaying said 
system condition of a desired peripheral device designated by a user. 

52. (Canceled) 
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53. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable memory medium 
according to claim 52, wherein said favorite window has icons of peripheral devices 
arranged around an icon of said information processing apparatus. 

54. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable memory medium 
according to claim 52, wherein said instructing step instructs registration of said peripheral 
device by effecting movement of said icon between said system window and said favorite 
window which are dividedly displayed by said system displaying step. 

55. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable memory medium 
according to claim 54, further comprising a judging step forjudging whether driver setting 
information for a driver of said icon has already been registered in said information 
processing apparatus during the movement of said icon by said instructing step, wherein 

said installation controlling step acquires said driver setting information to 
be installed from said external device to execute installation processing of said driver when 
said judging step determines that said driver setting information has not been registered. 

56. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable memory medium 
according to claim 55, wherein said installation controlUng step uses said registered driver 
setting information to execute said installation processing of said driver when said judging 
step determines that said driver setting information has already been registered. 

57. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable memory medium 
according to claim 52, wherein said system displaying step identifies a display mode of an 
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icon of an installed device between said system window and said favorite window which 
are separately displayed after completion of install by said installation controlling step, and 
displays the identified display mode. 

58. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable memory medium 
according to claim 52, further comprising a writing step for writing positional information 
of an icon displayed in said favorite window into a storing means, wherein 

said system displaying step comprises arranging and displaying said icon on 
a basis of said positional information stored in said storing means. 

59. (Original) The computer-readable memory medium according to claim . 
54, wherein said instructing step can instruct, by drag and drop, the movement of said icon 
between said system window and said favorite window which are dividedly displayed. 

60. (Previously Presented) A program which, when implemented by a 
computer causes the computer to perform a method for communicating with an external 
device through a network, said program comprising: 

device information acquiring step for acquiring device information of a 
peripheral device shared on said network fi-om said external device; 

system display controlling step for displaying, on a display section, an 
overall system condition of said peripheral device shared on said network, and a system 
condition of a user network of a peripheral device arbitrarily selected fi"om said overall 
system condition, together with icons, by a user interface in such a manner that the overall 
system condition and the system condition of the user network can be identified, on a basis 
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of said device information acquired from said external device by said device information 
acquiring step; 

instructing step for instructing to register said peripheral device in said user 

network; and 

installation controlling step for executing installation processing of a driver 
for said peripheral device when registration of said peripheral device to said user network 
is newly instructed by said instructing step, 

wherein said system controlling step dividedly displays a system window 
for displaying said overall system condition and a peripheral window for displaying said 
system condition of a desired peripheral device designated by a user. 

61. (Canceled) 

62. (Previously Presented) The program according to claim 61, wherein 
said favorite window has icons of peripheral devices arranged around an icon of said 
information processing apparatus. 

63. (Previously Presented) The program according to claim 61, wherein 
said instructing step instructs registration of said peripheral device by effecting movement 
of said icon between said system window and said favorite window which are dividedly 
displayed by said system displaying step. 

64. (Previously Presented) The program according to claim 63, further 
comprising a judging step forjudging whether driver setting information for a driver of 
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said icon has already been registered in said information processing apparatus during the 
movement of said icon by said instructing step, wherein 

said installation controlling step acquires said driver setting information to 
be installed from said external device to execute the installation processing of said driver 
when said judging step determines that said driver setting information has not been 
registered. 

65. (Previously Presented) The program according to claim 64, wherein 
said installation controlling step uses said registered driver setting information to execute 
said installation processing of said driver when said judging step determines that said 
driver setting information has already been registered. 

66. (Previously Presented) The program according to claim 61, wherein 
said system displaying step identifies a display mode of an icon of an installed device 
between said system window and said favorite window which are separately displayed after 
completion of installation by said installation controlling step, and displays the identified 
display mode. 

67. (Previously Presented) The program according to claim 61, further 
comprising a writing step for writing positional information of an icon displayed in said 
favorite window into a storing means, wherein 

said system displaying step comprises arranging and displaying said icon on 
a basis of said positional information stored in said storing means. 
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68. (Original) The program according to claim 63, wherein said instructing 
step can instruct, by drag and drop, the movement of said icon between said system 
window and said favorite window which are dividedly displayed. 

69. to 111. (Canceled) 

112. (New) An information processing apparatus for communicating with 
an external device through a network, comprising: 

an acquiring unit that acquires device information of a peripheral device 
shared on said network from said extemal device; 

a system display controller that displays, on a display section, a system 
condition of said peripheral device shared on said network together with an icon by a user 
interface on a basis of said device information acquired from said extemal device by said 
acquiring unit; 

an instructing unit instructs installation of a driver for said peripheral device 
shared on said network in said user interface having said system condition displayed by 
said system display controller; and 

an installation controller that acquires driver setting information instructed 
to be installed by said instructing unit from said extemal device to execute automatic 
installation processing of said driver. 

113. (New) An information processing apparatus for communicating with 
an extemal device through a network, comprising: 
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a device information acquiring unit that acquires device information of a 
peripheral device shared on said network from said extemal device; 

a system display controller that displays, on a display section, an overall 
system condition of said peripheral device shared on said network, and a system condition 
of a user network of a peripheral device arbitrarily selected from said overall system 
condition, together with icons, by a user interface in such a manner that the overall system 
condition and the system condition of the user network can be identified, on a basis of said 
device information acquired from said extemal device by said device information acquiring 
unit; 

an instructing unit that instructs to register said peripheral device in said 
user network; and 

an installation controller that executes installation processing of a driver for 
said peripheral device when registering of said peripheral device to said user network is 
newly instructed by said instructing unit, 

wherein said system display controller dividedly displays a system window 
for displaying said overall system condition, and a peripheral window for displaying said 
system condition of a desired peripheral device designated by a user. 

114. (New) An information processing method for communicating with an 
extemal device through a network, comprising: 

an acquiring of acquiring device information of a peripheral device shared 
on said network from said extemal device; 

a system display controlling step of displaying, on a display section, a 
system condition of said peripheral device shared on said network, together with an icon, 
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by a user interface on a basis of said device information acquired from said external device 
by said acquiring step; 

an instructing step of instructing installation of a driver for said peripheral 
device shared on said network in said user interface having said system condition displayed 
by said system display controlling step; and 

an installation controlling step of acquiring driver setting information 
instructed to be installed by said instructing step from said external device to execute 
automatic installation processing of said driver. 

115. (New) An information processing method of an information 
processing apparatus for communicating with an external device through a network, 
comprising the steps of: 

a device information acquiring step of acquiring device information of a 
peripheral device shared on said network from said external device; 

a system display controlling step of displaying, on a display section, an 
overall system condition of said peripheral device shared on said network, and a system 
condition of a user network of a peripheral device arbitrarily selected from said overall 
system condition, together with icons, by a user interface in such a manner that the overall 
system condition and the system condition of the user network can be identified, on a basis 
of said device information acquired from said external device by said device information 
acquiring step; 

an instructing step of instructing to register said peripheral device in said 
user network; and 
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an installation controlling step of executing installation processing of a 
driver for said peripheral device when registration of said peripheral device to said user 
network is newly instructed by said instructing step, 

wherein said system controlling step dividedly displays a system window 
for displaying said overall system condition and a peripheral window for displaying said 
system condition of a desired peripheral device designated by a user. 
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